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Trump Impeachment
Question 1
Impeachment is the process of removing a government official from an office by a legislative body or bodies. The legal body levels charges on the government official in question (Black, 1998). Depending on the prevailing laws of a particular country, the impeached person can remain in the office during the trial; in other countries, the person is provisionally removed from office. 

Question 2
According to the US constitution offences that can lead to impeachment include treason, bribery, and other high crimes and misdemeanors (Black, 1998). However, there are many controversies about the interpretation of the phrase "high crimes and misdemeanors." 

The process of impeachment starts with the approval of the articles of impeachment by the House of Representatives (Gerhardt, 2019). A House member or the entire house tables a motion of impeachment. The full house votes to initiate an investigation into whether there are grounds for impeachment. This is followed by an investigation by the House Judiciary Committee. A majority of the 435 members of the House of Representatives are required for the impeachment process to go to the next step. If the House votes to impeach, the process moves to the Senate where a trial is held. The Senate consists of 100 members, and at least two-thirds of the members are required to convict and remove the president from office (Gerhardt, 2019).  With 53 Republicans and 47 Democrats (two independents), this means 67 senators are required to vote for the removal of the president. This also means that in the case of Trump Impeachment, 20 Republicans had to vote with all Democrats (including the two independents) for the two-thirds threshold to be met. In case of a successful impeachment and removal of a sitting president, the Vice president automatically becomes the president until the end of the president's tenure. In the case of Trump, the vice president Mike Pence would have been elevated to the president until January 20, 2021, when Trump's tenure ends.

Question 3
Yes, Trump deserved to be impeached. Though the constitution is not clear on what constitutes "high offences and misdemeanors," it is possible for Trump's offences to fall in this category. Trump is accused of pressuring Ukraine to open an investigation to the former president Joe Biden, and Trump’s political rival. Biden is also a Democrat frontrunner in the 2020 elections. Democrats also accuse Donald Trump of obstructing their investigation by refusing to comply with subpoenas. Trump is believed to have asked Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to investigate Joe Biden, who had served on the board of Ukrainian Gas Company. Trump also wanted to conspire with Zelenskyy that Russia did not interfere with the 2016 US presidential election, but Ukraine did. To me, this constitutes an impeachable offense.  I believe Trump has abused power, and he ought to be removed from office.

Question 4
Yes, the impeachment of Trump shows how Americans are committed to the rule of law. It means that the president is not above the law and that he can be removed from office. If there were no attempts to impeach the president with all the evidence in place, it would mean that America is not committed to the rule of law. Trump's impeachment implies that Americans are not ready for any leader to commit criminal offenses without being punished. There is no room for impunity in the USA. It means that the Americans are not prepared for any leader at any level to abuse power.
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